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United States Department of AgricultureUnited States Department of Agriculture
(USDA)(USDA)
Cooperative State Research, Education andCooperative State Research, Education and
Extension Service (CSREES)Extension Service (CSREES)
Information Systems and TechnologyInformation Systems and Technology
Management (ISTM)Management (ISTM)
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Information Technology Specialists (6)Information Technology Specialists (6)
Allen Moore Allen Moore –– Acting Project ManagerActing Project Manager
Ed Kane                   Carol SowersEd Kane                   Carol Sowers
Carolyn Carolyn DeckersDeckers Sue Sue LeathermanLeatherman
Juanita HammondJuanita Hammond

Computer Assistant (1)Computer Assistant (1)
Teresa BaileyTeresa Bailey

ISTM ISTM –– CRIS TeamCRIS Team



The mission of CRIS is to document the The mission of CRIS is to document the 
research and education activities of the research and education activities of the 
USDA and the State agricultural research USDA and the State agricultural research 
and education system partners, to satisfy a and education system partners, to satisfy a 
variety of reporting requirements, and to variety of reporting requirements, and to 
provide access to information.provide access to information.

MissionMission
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Improve communication and coordinationImprove communication and coordination
among USDA, State partners, and granteesamong USDA, State partners, and grantees
Provide a classification system to categorizeProvide a classification system to categorize
research and education activitiesresearch and education activities
Furnish both technical and managementFurnish both technical and management
informationinformation
Utilize technology for efficiencyUtilize technology for efficiency

Functions ServedFunctions Served
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Information on publiclyInformation on publicly--supported researchsupported research
and education activitiesand education activities
Over 38,000 work units documented in CRIS Over 38,000 work units documented in CRIS 
Data is dynamic, reflecting activity on eachData is dynamic, reflecting activity on each
work unit from initiation through terminationwork unit from initiation through termination

CRIS ContentCRIS Content
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USDA Research Agencies (ARS, FS,USDA Research Agencies (ARS, FS,
ERS)ERS)
1862 Land Grants (SAES)1862 Land Grants (SAES)
1890 Land Grants and Tuskegee 1890 Land Grants and Tuskegee 
1994 Land Grants (Tribal Colleges)1994 Land Grants (Tribal Colleges)
Schools of Veterinary MedicineSchools of Veterinary Medicine
State Forestry SchoolsState Forestry Schools
NonNon--State Cooperator GranteesState Cooperator Grantees

Who Contributes to CRIS?Who Contributes to CRIS?
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CRIS Home PageCRIS Home Page
URL URL -- http://http://cris.csrees.usda.govcris.csrees.usda.gov
Search interfacesSearch interfaces
Classification ManualClassification Manual
Funding summariesFunding summaries
Salary analysisSalary analysis
Contact informationContact information

Web Forms Site Web Forms Site –– Data EntryData Entry
URL URL –– http://http://cwf.uvm.edu/criscwf.uvm.edu/cris

CRIS Web SitesCRIS Web Sites
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Three componentsThree components-- nonnon--hierarchicalhierarchical
Knowledge AreaKnowledge Area
Subject of InvestigationSubject of Investigation
Field of ScienceField of Science

Percentage for each unique combinationPercentage for each unique combination
Up to 10 lines per work unitUp to 10 lines per work unit

Intro to CRIS ClassificationIntro to CRIS Classification
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▪▪ Research Problem Area (RPA) renamed KnowledgeResearch Problem Area (RPA) renamed Knowledge
Area (KA)Area (KA)

▪▪ Expanded to include a broader range of agriculturalExpanded to include a broader range of agricultural
activitiesactivities

Five new areas of workFive new areas of work
Some titles and all descriptions revised to include research,Some titles and all descriptions revised to include research,
education, and extensioneducation, and extension

▪▪ Subject of Investigation and Field of ScienceSubject of Investigation and Field of Science
unchangedunchanged

▪▪ No reclassification of existing projects requiredNo reclassification of existing projects required

Key PointsKey Points
Manual of Classification (Rev VII)Manual of Classification (Rev VII)
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▪▪ 136 136 –– Conservation of Biological DiversityConservation of Biological Diversity
▪▪ 141 141 –– Air Resource Protection and ManagementAir Resource Protection and Management
▪▪ 704 704 –– Nutrition and Hunger in the PopulationNutrition and Hunger in the Population
▪▪ 724 724 –– Healthy LifestyleHealthy Lifestyle
▪▪ 806 806 –– Youth DevelopmentYouth Development

Additional Knowledge AreasAdditional Knowledge Areas
Manual of Classification (Rev VII)Manual of Classification (Rev VII)
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▪▪ 123 123 –– Management and Management and SustainabilitySustainability of Forestof Forest
ResourcesResources

▪▪ 202 202 –– Plant Genetic ResourcesPlant Genetic Resources
▪▪ 602 602 –– Business Management, Finance, and TaxationBusiness Management, Finance, and Taxation
▪▪ 606 606 –– International Trade and DevelopmentInternational Trade and Development
▪▪ 703 703 –– Nutrition Education and Nutrition Education and BehaviorBehavior
▪▪ 801 801 –– IndividualIndividual and Family Resource Managementand Family Resource Management
▪▪ 805 805 –– Community Institutions, Community Institutions, HealthHealth, and Social, and Social

ServicesServices

RPA/KA Title ChangesRPA/KA Title Changes
Manual of Classification (Rev VII)Manual of Classification (Rev VII)
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Sample RPA/KA Description ChangesSample RPA/KA Description Changes
Manual of Classification (Rev VII)Manual of Classification (Rev VII)

▪▪ VI VI -- This research addressesThis research addresses……..
▪▪ VII VII -- This work addressesThis work addresses……..

▪▪ VI VI -- ……are enhanced by this type of research.are enhanced by this type of research.
▪▪ VII VII -- Work in this area enhancesWork in this area enhances……..

▪▪ VII VII –– (KA 805) Areas of work include(KA 805) Areas of work include……..
Development of community fire prevention, attack,Development of community fire prevention, attack,
and suppression plansand suppression plans……..
Delivery of health services, including telemedicineDelivery of health services, including telemedicine
centerscenters
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Information/Search Assistance Information/Search Assistance 
Phone:  202Phone:  202--690690--0123 (Allen)0123 (Allen)
Fax:     202Fax:     202--690690--0634 0634 
EE--mail:  mail:  cris@csrees.usda.govcris@csrees.usda.gov

or  or  amoore@csrees.usda.govamoore@csrees.usda.gov

CRIS Forms AssistanceCRIS Forms Assistance
Phone:  202Phone:  202--690690--0009 (Carolyn)0009 (Carolyn)
EE--mail:  mail:  cdeckers@cdeckers@csrees.usda.govcsrees.usda.gov

Contact CRISContact CRIS
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